Approved For Release 2008/08/18 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006200790003-7

» Y This material contains information affecting the !
. - Natioral Defense of the United States within the |
INFORMATION REPORT ‘meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U.S.C.
Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revel-
ation of which in any manner to an unauthorized
person is prohibited by law.

8-E-C~R-E-T

j
COUNTRY East Oermany REPORT 25X1
susJeCT Germanium Transistor Development DATE DISTR. 24 March ' j
and Production in Bast Germany March 1955 N
NO. OF PAGES 2 !
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT 25Xi1
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
25X1
DATE ACQUIRED ‘
This is UNEVALUATED Information : ?
THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. o
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. , : i
(FOR KEY S8EE REVERSE) ‘ ‘
!
25X1
1. In the fall'of 1954, the East German government was faced with the
neciialt . decision as S0 what emterprise should be entrusted with
the task of germanium transistor defelopment and eventually with trane

sistor production. The two eompeting enterprises were ¥YEB Werk fuer
Bsulemente der Nachrithtentechaik (Duloptds in Teltow, and VEB Verk
fuer Pernmeldevesen (formerly 0S8} " in Berlim-Oberschoeneweide.
A preliminary decision reached at that time favored the Dralowid plant
a8 the one to be exolusively charged with transistor development and
produottea‘. The Berlin-Oberschoeneweide enterprise, however, did not
give up hopesof also obtaining covernment srdu-l snd sllocation of funds
for transistor development and production®, These hopes were mady |
based on the excellent political connections existing bdetween the Berlin- I
1

Oberschoeneveide enterprise and the government.

2. DBecsuse of the continuous efforts of the Berlin-Oberschoeneweide enter-
prise, the government eventually reversed its preliminary dedision and
ordered a compelition to be held between the two enterprises. The :
competitbn vas based on & contrect drawa up in exact terms which establish
ed the oondisions of the competition and the obligations of the two = '
enterprises. Ascording to the terms of this contrast bdoth aterpiscs =
had o forvard samples of transistors to Prof. Hans Friuehauf, . of Dresden
Technical University, who sas appointed arditrator, The deadline was
set for 10 January 1955. C

5. By 10 January 1955, the Dralowid plant had sent transistor samples to
: Drecden. The Berlin-Oberschoeneweide enterprise had not sent samples
' there du$ excused itself, by a letter to Pruchauf, &r its dnabdility to

' meet the deadline. : ,
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